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REMARKS 



1-Wnuil Matters 

Claims 1-44 arc pending. 

Claims 1-44 wen: examined. Claims Ml were rejected. 

Applicant respectfully request rxon^Ua,, of the application in v.ew of 

die remarks made herein. 

Claim. 1-7, 9, 10, .3-18, 20, 23-29, 31. 32, 35-10, 42 and 44 arc rejected 
under 35 U S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wlutchotu* (6,040,575). awcrtcdly 
because Whttehousc discloses an ionization cl,:-^ thai nn.icipalcs the clmmcd 
invention. The Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

The subject claims are directed to commit!, and methods involving an 
ionization chamber having, inter alia, three docliie fields. 

As such, in order to anticipate the instant chums, a reference must dtsclo*: 
an ionization chamber having, inter alia, tlice d^tne ftclds. 

Whitchouse discloses a time of Oiglit in** spoclrometcr system, and nn 
overview of White W. system is best vK.v<d in J'i* 1. in Whitehoutt's system, 
ions are made in the ionization chamber 33, a,d .reported through n of 
vacuums 3, 4 and 5, and then they are focused by clients 41 and 42 in the dnlc 

tube 20. . , , , 

Whitchouse's ionization chamber 33 d„c„ not contain three cicctnc Hold, 

(or even two electric fields). As such, Whi,.:l,,u,c fink to dolose at lest one 
element of the claimed invention. 

The Examiner indicates that Wlutehr.ui^. elements 41 and 42 are 
equivalent to the first and second electrode., as ucKcd in the instant claims. 
Whitchousc's element 4 1 and 42 arc, bowevvr. loeaiul in the hitfh vacuum P «l oi 



8 

Uj 



PAGE 9/11 1 RCVD AT 2/2/2004 2:32:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DN1S:872930S * CSIO:650 327 3231 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



FEB-02-04 HON 12:43 PM BOZICEVIC FAX NO. 650 327 3231 P. 10 



Ally DkK No.: 10W2233-1 
USSN: 09/579.276 

Ihe Whitehouse system, far from the ionixation chamber, ;md ore used long after 
ions are made. Elements 41 and 42 are not electrodes for generating ions, They aic 
lenses Tor focusing a preexisting beam of ions (sev Whitchousc column 13, lines 33 
and 34), and are not present in an ionization chamber. 

As such, Wh Rehouse fails to teach all the* t-lemrnls of the rejeeled claims. 
Accordingly, Whitchousc cannot anticipate tlic ch imcd invention and the rejection 
or claims 1-7, 9, 10, 13-18, 20, 23-29, 31, 32, 35-10, A? and 44 under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 02(h) over Whitchousc et al may he withdrawn. 



Rejection of claims under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 8, 21, 22, 30 and 43 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over 
Whilcbouse (6,040,575), assertedly because Whitehouse discloses an ionization 
chamber that renders the subject matter of the rejected el aims obvious. 

In order to establish a proper prima facie ca<e of obviousness, all of the 
claim elements must be taught. 

As discussed above, Whitehouse is deficient in that il fails to teach al least 
one element of the claimed invention, namely an jonii'.-'tion chamber containing 
three electric Fields. 

This deficiency is not met by a mere reversal ol'p;irts of Whitehousc's 
system, or well known alterations of Whitchoi»se*s system. 

As such, Whitehouse fails to teach an clement of the claimed invention, 
and, as such, cannot render the rejected claims obvious. Withdrawal of this 
rejection is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



The applicants respectfully submit that all of the claims are in condition for 
allowance, which action is requested. If ihc Bxammcr finds that » telephone 
conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, please telephone 
Timothy Joyce at 650 485 4310. The Commission!:/ i*i horehy authorised to charge 
any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 and 1 J 7 which may U; required by this pupcr, or 
to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Nu. 50-1078. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



»• Ol> By: ^ ^ -j ^-^g*^ O 

..--"Bid E. Field 

Registration No. 37,620 



Dale: 




cs S. Kuridie, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 4S.020 
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